Before the Meet Season

Are there study materials and/or study sessions I can attend?

· Study sessions are posted on the MONAWGJ website, under “Clinics & Education”. Study sessions are initiated and organized by individual judges and often sent by email.
· Study materials are available through USA Gymnastics and through the NAWGJ library linked on the MONAWGJ website under “Clinics & Education”.
How are judges assigned to meets?

· An availability sheet is sent to all judges prior to the season.  This should be returned to Gina Fuller as soon as possible. Availability for the 2009-2010 season is due by August 1, 2009.  On this form, judges indicate which meets they are available to judge.  
· If a judge knows they are not available for a particular meet or weekend, the judge should indicate this on the form.  Each weekend and meet on the form should indicate if the judge is available or not.  

· If a judge is only available for a portion of the weekend – they should indicate this on the form.

· Please note that many meets may include Friday sessions – pay attention to the dates on the form.

· Based on this availability, MO NAWGJ board members who are responsible for assigning meets will send contracts to judges for a meet.  The judge needs to complete the entire contract with their estimated expenses and return a copy to that MO NAWGJ assignor and a copy to the Meet Director.  Upon acceptance of a contract, a judge is assigned to that meet.

· By signing a NAWGJ Blanket Contract and returning this with an original signature to Gina Fuller, this allows us to accept contracts from a judge via email.  This document should be returned to Gina at the same time the Availability form is.  

· It is the responsibility of the individual judge to keep track of their meets.  Final meet information and schedule should be sent to the judge prior to two weeks before the meet.  If a judge has not received this information, it is the responsibility of the individual judge to obtain this from the Meet Director directly.

· Completed contracts are normally required to be returned to the MO NAWGJ Assignor and the Meet Director within two weeks of being sent.  If a judge fails to return the contract by the noted date on the contract, another judge may be contracted in their place.  As a common courtesy, a judge should notify the MO NAWGJ Assignor as soon as possible if they know they cannot judge the meet.
What is the difference between a "sanctioned" meet and a "non-sanctioned" meet?

· Sanctioned meets are submitted and approved through USA Gymnastics. Sanctioned meets must follow the USA Gymnastics Rules & Policies.
· Non-sanctioned meets are through other gymnastics organizations, and follow different, yet similar, rules.  A judge does NOT have to meet all USA Gymnastics guidelines to judge a meet, unless indicated by the Meet Director.
How are events assigned?

· After the MO NAWGJ Assignor has contracted the meet, the Assignor selects the Meet Referee.  The Meet Referee is responsible for assigning the events.  The assignments are done based upon ratings, affiliation and to also provide a variety of events to the judges.

· A judge should be prepared to be assigned to each event throughout the season.  A judge needs to spend time prior to the meet to prepare for their individual event assignments.  
· Any concerns about the assignments should be directed to the Meet Referee or a State Judging Director.
What if I also coach at a gym or have an affiliation with a gym?

· At any sanctioned gymnastics meet a coach who is also affiliated with a gym will be the “acting” judge. 
· A judge who is affiliated at the meet, cannot be the chief judge. 

· It is the responsibility of the individual judge to tell the MO NAWGJ assignor or Meet Referee prior to the meet that they are affiliated.

· An affiliated judge cannot be on a one judge panel at a sanctioned meet.
What information do I need to provide on a contract?
· The contract serves as an agreement between you and the Meet Director. Therefore, it is important the contract be complete and accurate.  A judge should not send an incomplete contract.
· A sample contract can be found on this website under “Becoming a Judge”.

· At minimum, the contract should include, any fees in which you expect to be compensated (mileage, meals, hotel, other travel), as well as your current USA Gymnastics credential information.
What if an emergency comes up and I can't judge a meet?
· First contact the MO NAWGJ Assignor. She may have additional information about judges that are available for the weekend.
· If able, you will be responsible for contacting judges to replace you. However, in some emergencies this may not be possible and the MO NAWGJ Assignor will work to find a replacement. 
· It should be extremely rare that a judge is unable to fulfill their assignment.  
· If the judge is not able to contact the MO NAWGJ Assignor, they should try to contact the Meet Referee, a MO State Judging Director or another judge on the meet.
How do I maintain "active status" as a judge?
· All USA Gymnastics judges are required to meet guidelines to remain “active status”. If you are NOT active, you can NOT be assigned to any sanctioned meets until you regain “active status”.
· Active Status Guidelines: 

-Maintain membership requirements – i.e. USAG and NAWGJ memberships including the background check and safety certification (see “Becoming a Judge”)


-Be in good standing with USAG and NAWGJ

-Maintain the required Continuing Professional Education (CPE) credits 
per season (see “Clinics & Education” on the MO NAWGJ site). 
What does MO NAWGJ provide?
· MO NAWGJ provides Missouri judge’s with support throughout the season to assist you in having a successful and confident season. The main services provided to all members include:

-Access to ‘MO JUDGES’ password protected website page


-Testing information and clinic opportunities for continuing education


-Reimbursements for membership dues, expenses, etc. per approval of the 
Board each season

-Availability forms and contracts for the season


-State Judging Directors (SJDs) and Board Members to communicate concerns, unusual situations, and suggestions/comments on how to continue to improve the quality and integrity of Missouri judging.
